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Afghanistan holds successful, peaceful 
election in Helmand, Nimroz provinces 
 

Afghanistan successfully held its third democratic election, April 
5. Saturday’s vote marks the third time Afghans held a 
presidential election and the first time without current Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai’s name on the ballot since the overthrow 
of the Taliban. Click here to read more. 

 

 

 

Baton Rouge, La., native leads Marines in 
Helmand province, Afghanistan  
 

Noncommissioned officers are often considered the backbone of the 
Marine Corps. One NCO, Sgt. Warren Sparks, currently has a crucial 
role as an infantry squad leader with Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 
7th Marine Regiment, in Helmand province, Afghanistan. Click here to 
read more. 
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Infantrymen conduct Mission Rehearsal 
Exercise at FOB Juno 
 

Corporal Jesus Garza, fuel truck operator, Headquarters and 
Support Company, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, and a 
native of McAllen, Texas, refuels a Mine Resistant Ambush 
Protected Vehicle during a Mission Rehearsal Exercise at 
Forward Operating Base Juno, Afghanistan, March 13, 2014. Click here to read more. 
 
 

 

Fighting Fifth Marines bid farewell to families, 
opens door for new chapter in Pacific  
 

Approximately 300 Marines with Alpha and Headquarters and Service 
Companies, 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, bid farewell to their 
families and friends during a deployment ceremony aboard Marine 
Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., April 1, 2014. The Marines 
serving with the battalion will deploy to an Australian army base near 
Darwin, Australia. Click here to read more. 

 

Urban Combat Training 
Marines provide security during the Division Schools 
Urban Leaders Course aboard Marine Corps Base Camp 
Pendleton, Calif., April 3, 2014. The Marines practiced 
raiding buildings, recovering hostages and detainee 
handling. The Urban Leaders Course builds confident 
small unit leaders who can operate efficiently in close 
quarter urban combat. Click here to read more. 
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Stockton, Calif., Marine receives meritorious promotion ahead 
of 20,000 peers  

  

Sergeant Xin Huynh, squad leader, Weapons 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, and 
a native of Stockton, Calif., was meritoriously 
promoted to the rank of staff sergeant aboard 
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., April 2, 
2014. Click here to read more. 

 

 

 

”Magnificent Basterds” re-familiarize themselves with infantry 
tactics 
 

Mortarmen, from Fox Company, 2nd Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, 
fires mortars during a squad and fire team maneuver exercise aboard 
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, April 2, 2014. The exercise allowed 
Marines from the company to re-familiarize themselves with their 
weapon systems as well as 60 mm mortars, M240 B machine guns, Light 
Anti-tank Weapon (LAW) and while practicing squad and fire team 
tactics. Click here to read more. 
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