	
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: C:\Users\brian.greene\Pictures\2ndBn_4thMar.png]
From: Battalion Commander
SUBJ: STATE OF THE BATTALION – 27 MAY 2016
Marines, Sailors, Families, and Friends,
First, I want to say thank you to our adopted community of San Clemente, our Family Readiness Officer and Spouses, and the friends & family of our Magnificent Bastards. Each of you made our transition from home to Okinawa, Japan smooth and memorable.  The Marines are now stationed aboard Camp Hanson, and are actively integrating with the rest of the Marine elements on 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU)
During the past month, we have promoted 19 Marines to the rank of Lance Corporal, seven to Corporal, two to Sergeant, and nine to 1st Lieutenant.  There have been three change of commands, with seasoned 2/4 leaders filling new roles as the Battalion Operations Officer, Weapons Company Commander, Headquarters & Services (H&S) Company Commander, and Echo Company Commander.  Undoubtedly, these final adjustments have enabled the battalion to have its best foot forward as we step off onto the summer patrol. 
Training during the past month has included the Marine Corps Combat Readiness Exercise (MCCRE) aboard Camp Pendleton, where the battalion was evaluated and found fully capable for all mission sets and associated tasks for operations customary to the MEU.  Upon completion of the MCCRE, the Advanced Party quickly departed for Okinawa and enabled a seamless transition with our sister battalion (1st Battalion, 5th Marines), assuming the duties as the Battalion Landing Team.  While the Advanced Party was busy setting ideal conditions to receive the remainder of 2/4, the Main Body—still aboard Camp Pendleton—completed all marksmanship requirements and enjoyed some well-deserved pre-deployment leave.  Additional training included the simulated helicopter crash at sea training at the “Helo Dunker,” a mechanical mock helicopter that drops Marines in full combat loads upside-down underwater and forces them to exit quickly.  Upon the battalion’s return from leave the Magnificent Bastards departed for the hot and muggy jungles of Okinawa, Japan. 
Your Magnificent Bastards are standing ready to support operations across the Pacific and globe. Thank you for your continued support.  If you would like to see pictures of our training or updates on our battalion, please “like” us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/2dBattalion4thMarines.  
     Semper Fidelis,
     Lieutenant Colonel Brian Greene (Battalion Commander)
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