
Family, Friends, and Loved Ones: 

Greetings!  This newsletter focuses on the common questions that have been 
brought up by Marines and Spouses.  I hope that you find it useful.   

 

Q:  Are we going to have a Marine Corps Ball when we get home since we 

missed it being deployed? 

A: Yes, we are going to have a Marine Corps Ball which will take place on 7 

December at the Manchester Grand Hyatt at the foot of the Gas Lamp District 

in San Diego (we will have an OEF 12.1 memorial service for our fallen Marines 

the day prior, 6 December).  We are currently working on a child care plan at 

the hotel, but having a family member or trusted friend care for your children is 

recommended.  There will be transportation to and from Camp Pendleton pro-

vided for those who do not desire to spend the night in San Diego. 

Q:  Who’s taking over for us in Afghanistan? 

A:  2d Combat Engineer Battalion.  They will come from Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. 

Q: If a Marine wants to stay out here with 2d CEB, can he ‘roll over’ and continue to collect deployment entitle-

ments? 

A: No.  Extensions are not authorized. 

Q: Is the Battalion going to deploy again? 

A: Right now, yes.  It will deploy again in November 2013 – but that could change next week.  Regardless, some 

elements of the battalion will deploy again.  In between our return and next deployment, expect the 4 week 

deployment to 29 Palms for EMV and possibly a 3 week deployment to Bridgeport, California. 

Q:  Will Marines get time off when they get home? 

A: Yes, Marines will get an initial 96 hour (4 day) liberty pass.  Then they will come back to work for 1 week 

working half days.  After this, they will be authorized 2 weeks of block leave. 

Q:  Is my husband coming home early?  Is there the possibility he will get extended? 

A: No and No.  Expect a full deployment (gone from home about 7 months).  Do not expect your Marine to be 

extended in Afghanistan.   

Q:  It’s been a tough time for us this deployment – we’ve got some issues that need to be resolved.  Will the 

Marine Corps help us? 

A: Yes.  The best way to handle any of these problems is to agree to find help before a Marine returns from 

deployment.  One of the best resources is Military One Source – they’ll direct you to help for virtually any issue.  

The number is:  1.800.342.9647 or www.militaryonesource.mil.   Additionally, 1st CEB’s Chaplain Loren Crone 

is a superb immediate resource. 

 

Overall, morale remains high.   

Thank you and take care of yourself, your family and your Marine! 

 

Sincerely, 

LtCol Andy Niebel 
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Families and friends of 1st CEB, 

The end of summer is near, soon the kids will return to school (giving Moms a bit of a reprieve!), and the end of August marks another mile-

stone on our journey back to Camp Pendleton.  While we are closer to our turnover with 2d CEB, your Marines will be as busy, or in some 

cases even more so, as they were at the start of the deployment.  There is still much to do before we hand over the reigns.  So as you back 

home enjoy the last days of summer and the kids prepare for the school year, know that your Marines are working hard and staying focused 

on the tasks at hand.   

For those who have Marine’s that have recently returned home or will very shortly, remember that the return and reunion piece  is a difficult 

time for both parties.  If there were issues that were present before the deployment, they are still there though they may be masked by the 

euphoria of the return/reunion.  As that feeling begins to abate, they will resurface.  Returning close to the holiday season also can add to 

stress levels as these existing issues tend to show themselves 60 -90 days post deployment.  The CO mentioned in his column that there are 

several venues for you to seek assistance BEFORE PROBLEM TURN INTO INCIDENTS!  If you notice persistent changes in your Marine, let us 

know so we can ensure that if he (or you) is in need assistance that you get it quickly.  If you take things slowly you have a greater chance for 

a problem free reunion. 

2012 Marine Corps Birthday Ball plans are underway; the following are some of the available details: 

Date and Location:  7 Dec 2012 @ the Manchester Grand Hyatt (One Market Place San Diego, CA 92101) 

Ticket Prices:            The same as last year -  $55.00 (Sergeants and below) 

               $65.00 (SNCO/Officers) 

               $75.00 (ALL GUESTS) 

 

We plan to start selling tickets on 1 September 2012.  Physical tickets are being printed so in the event they are not ready, you will receive a 

receipt and once they arrive, you will be given your tickets.  We will have the PayPal payment option again this year (details to soon follow) 
and we will take cash or money order.  PLEASE NO PERSONAL CHECKS AS WE HAVE HAD ISSUES WITH THIS IN THE PAST.  The main point of 

contact for ticket sales will be 1stSgt Jason Pearson the RBE SgtMaj.  Company representatives will be identified at a later time. 

Rooms:  We have a block of 100 rooms reserved for the night of the 7th.  I am awaiting the group code and once I have it, it will be pushed 

out through flyers and Sgt Clements.  We are being given the government per diem rate for the room which is approximately $135.00.  Park-
ing has been reduced from $25.00 down to $9.00 and two free breakfast buffet tickets are included in the price of the room.  We must fill at 

least 80 rooms and I have been told that if we require more than 100 rooms, there will be no issue in obtaining them.  Unlike last year, this 

will be first come first serve, but I do not anticipate anyone being turned away. 

Childcare:  We plan on having child care at the Ball and are arranging that now.  There 
maybe a nominal fee and like last year, we will have a children’s buffet for the youngsters.  

If you need this service, please ensure that you sign up for this early.  Again more details will 

be passed as they solidify.   

Transportation and safety:  For those that do not wish to stay in San Diego, we will provide 
bus transportation from the CP to the event and return back to the CP.  Marines who sign up 

for this will be forced to use this.  If you choose to drive to San Diego, then do the smart 
thing and get a room.  It never fails that every ball conducted close to home, one person 

either gets into an accident or receives a DUI or both.  We had a wonderful time in Las Ve-
gas last year because we had to stay there.  Please look at this the same way.  We do not 

want to have the evening end with someone getting hurt or arrested.  Ok, I’m off the soap 

box! 

If there are any questions or concerns, please forward to 1stSgt Pearson and he will relay 

them to me. 

Almost home honey, I love you! Kisses! 

Semper Fidelis, SgtMaj Karl Simburger 

S G T M A J  S I M B U R G E R  



Thank you for all of your 

love and support, it has been 

invaluable to the moral of our 

Marines and Sailors. Please 

continue to give this to them 

as we push on through this 

month, and keep in mind that 

we will be home in not too 

long! 

-Respectfully                   

2ndLt Ankeny 

Hello again, friends and fam-

ily! H&S Company is con-

tinuing to work hard and push 

on through this deployment. 

We’ve been working hard for 

quite a few months now and 

it has been wearing on us, but 

if there’s one thing that 

makes Marines great it’s that 

they don’t start doing a sec-

ond-rate job just because 

they’re tired and your Ma-

rines and Sailors are no dif-

ferent. There have been quite 

a few major operations since 

we’ve been out here, and the 

Marines and Sailors of H&S 

Company have made them all 

happen successfully and 

safely through all of their 

support. Many of our 

Marines have pushed 

outside the wire on missions 

themselves, and each one of 

them has performed in an 

exemplary manner.  

We are almost feeling like 

we’re on the downward slope 

of this deployment now, but I 

have not seen that feeling 

change the hard hours and 

consistent work of our Ma-

rines and Sailors. I have 

every bit of confidence that 

they will keep working hard 

until they are on the plane 

home and can finally relax 

knowing they have completed 

a job well done. 

From the Desk of the Executive Officer 

From the First Sergeant 

To our family and friends 

          Headquarters and 

Service Company contin-

ues to push forward hard 
and strong, supporting all 

the companies’ needs.  We 

like to call ourselves the 

Heart and Soul Company 

or the Hard and Strong 

Company. Again I want to 

thank you for all the sup-

port you have sent to the 

Marines of H&S Company.   I 

have said this many times but I 

will continue to say this, our 
Marines continue to perform-

ance in a manner in which our 

fore fathers would be proud 

of . The Marines in H&S are 

happy to have all the support 

from back home; as we all 

know about the Vietnam War, 

service members didn’t re-

ceive such treatment.  All the 

Marines here cannot wait to 

see you, as you can’t see us 
but keep mind we must con-

tinue to perform our mission 

and we always have you in our 

hearts. 

 

1st Sgt Hernandez 

H&S Company 
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Greetings to the friends and families of the Marines of the Communications Section!  Your Marines 

continue to work hard to ensure that the battalion headquarters can talk to units spread throughout 

Helmand Province. Your love and support is what keeps them working at such a high level for so 

long, so thank you for all that you have done for them. We’re getting closer to the end of the deploy-
ment, so we’ll see you soon.  

 

2ndLt Clark 

 

As the Communications Chief for 1st CEB, I think that I speak for all the communications Marines 

within 1st CEB when I say that, without your support from back home, this deployment would not 

have been as successful as it has been thus far. The support you’ve shown brings a very strong feeling 

of comfort and gives the Marines the motivation to continue to do the outstanding job that they have 

been trained to do. Thank you again for your loving words and endless support. God Bless. 

 

 MSgt Mayhue 
 

To the families and friends of the radio operators, you should be extremely proud of them.  These 

Marines work day and night to support the Battalion with any transmission capabilities at our dis-

posal.  We would like to thank all of you for the thoughtful care packages.   We miss you and will see 

you soon. 

 

Half way through this deployment and we’re screaming towards the day when we are home again.  

With the blur of projects and regular maintenance we keep busy, but think of you all daily. Thank you 

for the care packages and support, we miss you, see you soon!! 

The Data Section has been undermanned throughout the deployment, but never have we been out-

matched in tackling all issues that have been present within the battalion’s network. We have worked 

with precision and dedication to ensure the battalion achieves mission accomplishment. 

 

To the families and friends of the Wiremen: they are half way through the deployment, keeping all 
the phones up and running so that Marines throughout the battalion are able to call home to their 

families. Being undermanned has not stopped them for completing their task or jobs. Thank you for 

the care packages and support. We will be home soon and can't wait to see the family and friends that 

have showed their support throughout the deployment. 
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“without your 

support from 

back home, this 

deployment 

would not have 

been as 

successful ” 



 

Greetings families and friends of 1st CEB.  I would just like to take this opportunity to say thanks for all of your continued support.  

If it wasn’t for your continued dedication to the Marines out here they would not be able to do their job as effectively.    The S-1 is 

continuing to support the Marines of CEB as we process promotions, awards, pay issues, mail, and provide the Marines with limited 

legal services.  As we get closer to October we do ask that you monitor the mail cutoff dates to make sure that your loved ones don’t 

get any mail sent here while they have already departed.  Thanks for keeping the morale so high within 1st CEB. 

-Lt Jure 

 Sending greetings to all the families and friends back home, I must say time has been flying with all the busy days. As we approach 

the end of the deployment I ask all the families and friends to continue to keep all the Marines in your prayers.  See you all soon. 

-SSgt Wilson 

The deployment is going well.  It’s very hot out here.  It seems like the time is flying out here.  Career Planning has kept me ex-

tremely busy.  Marines are coming to see me every day to put in a package to enhance their careers.  To my three beautiful girls Aali-

yah, Ariana, and Alexis; daddy loves you all and I’ll be home soon.  I can’t wait to see you walking, Alexis.  To my lovely wife, Ve-

ronica I know it’s hard being alone raising three kids.  I just want to let you know that I appreciate your understanding and support 

and all that you do.  Your job is just as tough as mine.   I love you. 

-Sgt Mckinney 

This deployment has definitely been a great experience from being part of the Embedded Training Team out of Delaram II, working 

side-by-side with the Afghan National Army, to being back with the Battalion working side-by-side with my fellow Marines aboard 

Camp Leatherneck. We are past our half way point and words cannot explain the feeling of being back with my wife Jennifer and 

daughter Hayden. Jennifer I love you very much and miss you more than you know. Hayden I love you with all my heart and soul 

and Daddy misses you very 

much.  

-Cpl Moreno 

As it is my first deployment it is 

a new experience and most 

things are unexpected.  I have 

had the opportunity to learn a 

lot more about my MOS, the 

Marine Corps, and myself.  I 

am grateful to have the opportu-

nity to participate in something 

so important to our country.   I 

just want to say hello back to 

everyone at home and I hope 

everyone is in good health and 

strong spirits. 

-LCpl Weiland 
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Time in Service: 9 years 

Time as SSgt: 5.5 years 

Favorite memory of the Marine 

Corps: 

- Standing at the top of Mt Suriba-

chi. 

Time in Service: 2.5 years 

Time as LCpl: 1 year 2 months 

Favorite Marine Corps Memory 

-Doing Urban Mobility Breacher training. 

Promotion: Gunnery Sergeant Valois 

Promotion: Corporal Kuhlman 

Promotion: Corporal Cullens 

Time in Service: 2 years 1 month 

Time as LCpl: 11 months 

Favorite Marine Corps Memory: When my 

mom and dad came to see me at family day 

and to see me graduate from recruit training. 
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BRAVO COMPANY, 1ST COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION, 1ST MARINE DIVISION 

 

 

 
 

 

      

COMPANY COMMANDER 

Edward “Buddy” Rushing 
 

                                                Captain’s Corner – The Big Move 
 
Goodbye Dwyer, hello Leatherneck. All in all, not a terrible move, if you don’t count waiting at the 

airport for 36 hours, waiting on a flight that kept getting delayed! Well, the big news is that we have officially 
taken over for Charlie Company and Bravo Company now has combat engineers all over Helmand Province! 
That means that your Marines are responsible for roughly twice the battlespace they were last month…and 
things are moving very fast. The days are incredibly long and there are no weekends, which is good and bad. 
It makes the time go by quickly but it also takes its toll on you after a while. Please be patient with your 
Marines if they can’t call as much or seem tired when they talk to you, they are doing a phenomenal job but 
there is still much work to be done.  Remember, if you send care packages, send them to Leatherneck, not 
Dwyer, otherwise Major O’Quinn and First Sergeant Jarnigan will eat all of our goodies! The talk of home has 
begun in force, especially now that we see Charlie Company headquarters starting to retrograde, and we know 
our bird is just a few months away! We miss you all like crazy and can’t wait to see you through the windows 
of the bus as we pull into San Mateo. I know my wife can’t see very well without her glasses so I will make it 
easy to pick me out. I will be wearing a very distinctive camouflage uniform and I will have a military regulation 
haircut…and what the heck, I’ll wear a hat, too. Shouldn’t be a problem.  

Please send our love to all the families, we are getting close!! 
 

First Sergeant’s Corner 

 
Another month gone and a couple more to go, as we come closer to the end of the deployment. We are now more than 
halfway complete, but we need to remain focused on the mission at hand. Bravo Company remains in high spirits and 
morale.  There is no lack of combat engineer business and the Marines from Bravo Company is all over it. As per norm the 
Marines of Bravo Company are still great and will continue to do so until our departure. We love you all and see you soon. 

 

                       
 
 

COMPANY FIRST SERGEANT 

Damien Castillo 
 

Bravo Company 

1st Combat Engineer 

Battalion 

Camp Dwyer,  

Afghanistan 
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Around the Yard 
 

Well, we’ve had a good run, but this is the last month where this group will be together. We are 
rearranging the groups so that Marines can better support out in the battlespace, so the 
headquarters platoon is sending some of its members out to other FOBs. We will still be a part of 
Bravo Company, but we just won’t be stealing each other’s Rip Its and Pop Tarts.  I’ve added some 
older pictures that didn’t make it into the last few newsletters, but highlight some of the good old 
days down at Dwyer. 

 

Packing up the things and 
shipping them to Leatherneck 

HEADQUARTERS PLATOON 

Capt Rushing 

1stLt Druffel 

1
st

 Sgt Castillo 

GySgt Branch 

SSgt Battles 

Sgt Arroyo 

Sgt Young 

 

HM3 Barbusca 

LCpl Medina 

LCpl Bolen 

LCpl Oetting 

LCpl Romero 

LCpl Hammond 

 

 

Druffel before he got orders from home 
to grow his hair back! 

Packing up Dwyer and heading 
to Leatherneck! 

How did 
Hammond find a 

mud puddle in the 

desert?  

Packing up Dwyer and heading 
to Leatherneck! 

Why can’t I have one of these to 
help me move my house? 

The view from our vehicles 
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2
nd

 Platoon, Combat Assault Battalion 
 

Marines are staying busy with different Engineering projects from building showers to weapons 
reductions. Lcpl Rogers poses as usual, as they build shower units. He calls that look ‘blue steel’. 
Newly promoted Cpl Snipes was practicing the ‘S’ in BAMCIS for his upcoming promotion by 
supervising  while the Marines built a drainage ditch for showers. Happy B-day Lcpl Gomez, not many 
people can say they got to blow up 150 lbs worth of high explosives on their birthday. SSgt has gone 
native in the heat. He is staring at the generator hoping he can use telekinesis to make it work. 
Everyone is in high spirits and enjoying the experience. The packages from loved ones are welcome 
treat for the Marines. Everyone looks happy as Lcpl Glass does installing PVC pipe! 
 

It’s not enough that I’m really 
really ridiculously good-looking… 

This mother is gonna blow big… 

CAB PLATOON 
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LAR Platoon 
To the friends and family of B Company LAR Platoon:  This month we promoted Samuel Sirman and 
Michael Gonzalez to Sergeant and Jonathan Guz to Lance Corporal.  Congratulations to Corporal 
Badgeley and his wife Michele for the birth of their daughter, Milena 8lbs 8oz.  The Marines 
continue to work extremely hard building new guard towers, improving roads, preparing 
equipment for our return home, and remembering a hero.  With time winding down on our 
deployment the marines remain in a high state of morale, and are looking forward to the trip 
home and the reunion with family and friends.  All of your support throughout this deployment 
whether it was mail or a comforting voice has made a difference. Thank you for all the 
support.”  

 

 
 

                                                                  LAR PLATOON 



Sgt Ross 

Sgt Gonzalez 

Sgt Hewett 

Cpl Sirman 


 



Lt Pineiro 

SSgt Glover 

SSgt Wayman 


v 

In honor of Cpl Torbert…rest easy brother. 

We will never forget.  

There is nothing more fitting for a 
Marine than to be promoted in a 

combat zone.  



 

Company Commander 

Capt. Joshua S. Edwards 

L A ST I SSU E  
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ISO  1/7 
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Farewell 

to the  
Colossus 

“Punch” 

 

A U G  2 0 1 2  “ F R E E  S I N C E  1 7 7 6 ”  

Company First Sergeant  
1stSgt John J. Pettinato Jr 

Dear Family and Friends of Charlie Company,  

 

This month’s newsletter marks a momentous milestone as it is the last newsletter before the Com-

pany Headquarters long awaited return home.  This month, while Charlie 2nd and 3rd Platoons 
continued to operate with excellence, the Company Headquarters has been focusing on finishing 

the last bit of official business in order to set up the incoming unit for success.   Our men have 

taken as much pride in preparing the new Company Headquarters as they have throughout the 

entire deployment.  This is a testament to the true professionalism of the Marines within Charlie 

Company as they have worked hard and are finishing just as hard in the end.  There is no doubt 

that the continued strength of the Marines is a representation of the support you all of shown 

throughout the deployment.  For this, I say “thank you”.   

 

Semper Fidelis, 

Capitan Joshua S. Edwards “Colossus 6” 

Dear family and Friends of Charlie Company, 

 

 “The coming home issue” The headquarters element and a few others will leave all the great work, and 

current projects in the ready hands of our brother company “Buzz saw” Bravo.  The two company com-
manders took a long hard look (I mean this literally) at the Marines/Sailors and the battlespace they 

occupy.  Both are shaping up just fine and the Marines know this is a closer step to returning home.  I 

hope to show a few more photos with some last comments and I’ll step to the left.  If I have missed say-

ing thank you (Family, Friends, Support Groups) for your dedication, and support to a noteworthy set of 

Marines & Sailors that I say it now “Thank you” for making life here as close to home as anyone could.  

I did not accomplish my goals I set out in front of myself when I left a well organized and determined 

enemy saw to that.   All My Marines and Sailors will or did come home, however just not the way I 

prayed for.  Charlie Company has a few more tasks to accomplish and we regrettably hand it over to 

Bravo Company.  Please come one come all and join us for the memorial (Dec 6th), and our Marine 

Corps Birthdays Ball (Dec 7th) this is 1stSgt Pettinato signing off from duties as forward deployed 

Charlie Company First Sergeant.  To my family, I love you, and daddy is so proud of you two for 
(Holding the home front) and your enduring commitment for understanding my obligations to all these 

deployments.  In the end you stood by me so that I may fight/defend for our freedom, and to remain in 

long enough to lead the highest caliber of service members the world has ever seen, 

and feared. “The Marines”  

 

Semper Fidelis, 

First Sergeant John J. Pettinato Jr.  “Colossus 8”  

 

Sirius waits for 

his Daddy... 

T-Shirts/Hoodies 

available (see 1stSgt) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/f8/1ST_CEB_insignia.png
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Charlie Co. Headquarters Camp Leatherneck     

C H A R L I E  C O M P A N Y  

Time has come for CHq to sing that old 

song, “Who's the leader of the band that 

is made for you and me “MIC-see you 

real soon-KEY, why because we like you! 

M-O-U-S-E… 

Thank you and goodnight folks… 

“Some times historic lead-

ers of our past come for-

ward to present day” 

 

-NCO of the year I MEF 

(2012) 

-1371 NCO of the year 

Engineer Association 

(2012) 

-Combat Meritorious Pro-

motion to Sergeant (Aug 2, 

2012) 

-Now if I can only get him 

to reenlist and   

          “Stay Marine” 

Those are some “Tools”   

Partnering CO & Doc  

Everyone loves “Clowns” 
Big boy sand box 

Our good side... 

Care package handlers 

Everything big   So long old DII gym & sandbag 

Leadership and turnover all in one, and yes foot bread 

Gold medalist “Rock throwers” 

Just like Disneyland the bridge tour is closed... 

We stand proud for Co. C performance 

Boxers Rebellion 

Where did everyone go? 

 Our honor 

Some words can not be said 

T 

R 

A

D 

E 
R 

 

J 

O 

E 

S 

 

“Bertha” 

  Sgt Zachary T. Stangle 
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C H A R L I E  C O M P A N Y  C Co. Dedication page to our Heroes & WIA 

THE MEN OF FIRST PLATOON CHARLIE COMPANY 

Cpl Adam M. Grajewski
July 17, 2012 (Grenade Attack)

Purple Heart

LCPL STEVEN P. STEVENS II

July 13, 1988-Jun 22, 2012

HERO 

CPL ALEX MARTINEZ
DEC 14 1990-APRIL 5 2012

HERO

LCPL NATHAN A. JAKUBISIN
JUNE 5, 2012  (IED Strike) 

Purple Heart

CPL LAI C. LAM
MAY 21, 2012  (IED Strike) 

Purple Heart

1st Lt John A. Reynolds
May 30, 2012 (GSW)

Purple Heart

LCPL SEAN D. ADAMS
FEBRUARY 10, 2012 (IED STRIKE)

Purple Heart 

LCpl Austin L. Tennis

MAY 27, 2012 (2x IED)

Purple Heart

1st CEB Memorial will be held on  

Dec 6th, 2012 info call 760.725.7775 

for those that have given the  

ultimate Sacrifice to a Grateful Nation  
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C H A R L I E  C O M P A N Y   

“Bear” impersonates raccoon 

This space is dedicated to our fallen brother.  

The platoon will not be the same without 

you, you were a great Marine, good father, 

and an amazing human being. We will never 

forget you 

Lance Corporal Steven P. Stevens II. 

 

The Marines of 1st Squad, Cpl Compson, Sgt 

Crabtree, Cpl Clubine, Cpl Lo, LCpl Irzzary,  

Cpl Fernette, and Newly promoted LCpl Bair.  
The Marines of 2nd Squad, LCpl Anthony Leiting, LCpl 

Cory Kambic, Squad leader Sgt Ronald “Big Bear” Soule, 

Cpl Dillan Boaz, Cpl “Charming” Bowser, LCpl Sean Rob-

erts. 2nd squad in support of Charlie Company 1/7 have 

completed over 100 patrols in the last few months and par-

ticipated in multiple Battalion size operations in the Sangin 

district.  They have also assisted in the construction of mul-

tiple guard post. The Marines have maintained a positive 

attitude and high morale despite long patrols and hot 

weather. 

SSgt Michael Hodge, the platoon guide giving 

specific instructions on the load out plan for a 

construction project to Cpl StClair. 

2nd platoon had two promotions on August 1st. 

Micah  L. Lajeunesse, the platoons communica-

tions Marine was promoted to Corporal, and Chris-

topher J. Bair, with 1st squad was promoted to 

Lance Corporal at FOB Tabac. 

The Platoon was conducting a ma-

chine gun range, firing over 1600 

rounds from their M240 machine 

guns. Marines also fired their 

M16A4, M4, M9 Pistols, and Shot-

guns ensuring that they keep their 

marksmanship skills sharp and all 

weapons systems are operational. 

Cpl Dennis “Snoop” Deville, the platoon’s 

motor transport mechanic and maintenance 

chief, had a fight with a vehicle he was 

trying to repair…and lost!! 

GySgt Galvez enjoy a rare (imitation 

meat) steak and lobster dinner at Forward 

Operating Base (FOB) Nolay. 

This is great photo of  2d Platoon.  For family 

friends of 2d Plt, Co. C leadership leaves C2 

in the capable hands of Co. B (Buzz saw) to 

finish out the rest of this deployment. Only the 

Marines of 2d Plt can tell you the amount of 
work they have in front of them as the deploy-

ment counts down.  Semper Fi Marines and 

Sailor 
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Family and friends of Echo Company 

 

Although we’ve come to the back end of our deployment, your Marines, Sailors and Airmen remain focused and continue 

to push hard each and every day.  While they’re out on missions, the platoons ensure they keep their eye on the task at 

hand, but back “inside the wire” all the Marines, Sailors, and Airmen find ways to keep themselves busy when they’re not 

training or working on vehicles.  Everything from working out (I’m convinced that approximately 50% of the world’s 

nutrition supplements are delivered to Afghanistan) to Marine Corps martial arts training (with the associated bleeding and 

bruising) to mustache growing (results varied).   

 

As always, care packages are enormous morale boosters.  The care packages you all send are the first things the Marines 

get their hands on once they arrive back at the company compound after missions.  With this in mind, please be aware of 

the impending mail service restrictions associated with the troop level drawdown.  Camp Dwyer’s mail services will be 

curtailed to the point that we will only receive mail once or twice per month.   

 

While things may get tough out here, they pale in comparison to what wives and families contend with in the absence of 

their service member.  Should you run into any situation that may prove difficult to deal with on your own, please reach 

out to the company family readiness network.  There is help and information available to wives, parents, and friends. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Major Mike O’Quin                                                                                                     1stSgt Jarnagin 

 

COMPANY COMMANDER AND COMPANY 1STSGT 

 
 
Family and Friends, 

 

 I hope that you all have had a good summer thus far and a safe 4th of July.  Your Marines and Sailor continue to 

work hard and adjust to any needs or challenges that come down from higher or adjacent units.  They not only have kept 

up with their duties and responsibilities, but they have also maintained skills that they were trained on during EMV for 

route clearance.  They have used those skills to help out the platoons and ensure that their personnel needs are met.  Two 

of our Marines; Cpl Mynes and Cpl Prater have successfully employed gear that enhanced 1st Platoons route clearance 

mission and were directly responsible for spotting one of the IED’s on their route saving the platoon time and gear.  HM2 

Marquez continues to work with our partnering platoon in addition to his duties with the Headquarters Platoon and the 

whole company as the senior line Corpsman.  HM2’s work has been a force multiplier for the company. 

  

            Many of the Marines and Sailors have been consistently taking advantage of the opportunities to improve 

themselves through physical fitness.  Cpl Iracheta ran his best Physical Fitness Test (PFT) in his career this past month – 

299 out of 300.  Many of the mechanics like LCpl Serra and Cpl Wilson have tremendously improved their scores.   

 

             All of the support from home has and always will be appreciated.  Thank you for continuing to support your 

Marines and Sailor though this deployment.  Their work here is very important and it is made possible by your continued 

support and your sacrifice which allows your Marine or Sailor to be gone for long periods of time in support of their 

country. 

 

Semper Fi,  

GySgt Ellison 
 

 

 

 

HEADQUARTERS PLATOON 
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Dear Family, Friends, and Loved Ones, 

 

 First Platoon has been working overtime this month covering our normal Area of Operations as well as Third Platoon’s while 

they were away providing support to other units. This has provided us with the opportunity to utilize the whole range of counter-IED 

equipment we have at our disposal, from the PUMA Unmanned Aerial Vehicle to the IED Detection Dogs, both of which have been 

used with great success. As the temperature begins to rise into the 120s, the Platoon’s morale, dedication to duty, and devotion to one 

another has increased as well. This exemplary work ethic and positive outlook has led to increasing success in our Counter-IED 

Operations and has solidified the confidence we have in our equipment, our training, and each other. 

 As we cross the half-way point of this deployment, support from those of you back home becomes more and more important. 

A long, hot, grueling day can be instantly turned into a great one just by receiving a care package from someone we love, so we ask for 

your continued support and prayers as we enter the home stretch. The occasional hand written letter or picture of friends back home 

not only cheers us up, but it also reminds us of why we are here doing what we do, and that will go a long way in helping us keep our 

positive intensity throughout the rest of our time here in Afghanistan. Be safe, stay strong, remember that even though we may not be in 

contact as much as we would like, you are always in our thoughts and prayers, and know that we will be home soon. 

 

Semper Fidelis, 

The Marines of 1
st

 Platoon, E Company, 1
st

 Combat Engineer Battalion 

 

1ST PLATOON 

 
1st Platoon leaving one of the many Bazaars in the Garm Sir district 

 
1st Platoon Marines enjoying a little down time in between missions.  

 
1st Platoon Marines improving facilities at FOB Geronimo 

 
One cannot be too cautious when playing catch with medicine balls 
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Family and Friends, 

 

          This month, your Marines were honored to participate in an Awards Formation for two ANA Route Clearance Company (RCC) 

soldiers.  We drove over to the ANA RCC's motorpool as a platoon, formed up alongside the ANA RCC's formation, and stood at 

attention side by side with them as the ANA RCC Commander spoke to both his own soldiers and your Marines on how much they 

appreciated the training and mission support your Marines have provided them, and how they look forward to continuing operating 

together.  Technical Sergeant Taylor, our United States Air Force EOD Team Leader who has been constantly training his ANA EOD 

counterparts both on mission and back at Dwyer, was asked to present one of the awards.   

 

            Once the ANA company commander gave them the command to receive their awards, the two ANA soldiers marched forward, 

one at a time.  Their arms bent at the elbow and swinging decisively, their legs straight and kicking high, the two soldiers presented 

themselves, saluted, proclaimed their name and rank, and stated that they were at the service of their unit and their country.  Once the 

award was passed to their hands, they turned to face their fellow soldiers, raised the awards above their head and stated that it was only 

through their hard work that they were recognized.  Their peers applauded them as they returned to the formation. 

 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

 

Respectfully, 

2ndLt Alex Wu 

 

2ND PLATOON 

 

 

Dear Family and Friends, 

  

Your Marines and Sailor continue to do an outstanding job here in Helmand Province. It’s hard to believe we have passed 

the half way point already. We have learned a lot about route clearance these past few months and we have even more to 

learn as the deployment continues. We are all still very appreciative of all the letters and care packages that everyone back 

home continues to send us. We cannot thank you all enough. I would also like to congratulate the families of LCpl Rose 

for the birth of his son and LCpl Bunch for the birth of his daughter, 3rd Platoon wishes you all the best. 

  

Semper Fi, 

3rd Platoon Staff 

3RD PLATOON 
 

 
3RD Platoon honing in their weapons at the range 

 

 
Good show of sportsmanship displayed by LCpl Bunch during game of 

touch football 
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Family and Friends, 

 

Hello again all. We have yet to slow down the pace here.  Since the last news letter we have run our 

PFTs and all did well with everyone getting a first class for their scores. 

 

So the first week into July has us running full throttle as usual. We are assisting two more ANA soldiers 

with their EOD training. We are arranging more maintenance work on their vehicles and mine rollers. 

Whew! What a week. 

 

The rest of July, was filled with partnered Route Clearance missions, with Sgt Thompson and Sgt 

LaClair seeing most of the action and Sgt Cole was able to support the military police advisors on a 

helicopter inserted interdiction mission.  The team also completed the PFT requirement with Sgt Cole 

taking the highest score on the advisor team. His leg didn’t feel right and had it looked at and was 

diagnosed and is recovering from a broken leg; just above the ankle from a fierce football (soccer) 

match with the ANA a few weeks ago. Gunny and Sgt. Thompson continue to work out vehicle 

maintenance issues, teach classes and continue suggesting simple improvement ideas. 

 

SSgt Anwar and SSgt  Malik were presented their certificate of completion for their Explosive 

Ordinance Disposal (EOD), Validation Training. Their certificates were presented by their instructors; 

USAF TSgt Taylor, SSgt Woodward and SrA. Swanson. Echo Co. 2nd Plt, the partnered platoon, were 

in full attendance. The event was coordinated by the Tolai’s advisors 1st Lt. Oliver and Sgt Cole, who 

also coordinate the daily training events for the ANA EOD. EOD Validation is the culmination of 

months of classroom and on the job training and for unpartnered operations. It is the final stage to 

becoming an EOD Team Leader under Joint Task Force Paladin and the ANA. 

 
The ANA RCC Advisor Team 
 

 

 

ANA ROUTE CLEARANCE ADVISOR TEAM 

 
(L to R) SSgt Malik, Sgt Cole and SSgt Anwar celebrate after the 

EOD validation graduation.  

 

 
(L-R) SrA Swanson, SSgt Woodward, Sgt Cole, TSgt Taylor, 

Captain Mohammad, SFC Anwar and SSgt Malik after the EOD 

validation graduation. 
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SPOTLight ON:  ‘MPCV BUFFalo’ 

The Mine protected clearance 

vehicle is the tool of choice when 

interrogating possible ied 

locations.  This vehicle is equipped 

with a large mechanical arm that 

can be safely operated from 

within the vehicle.  The weight of 

this beast is in excess of 50,000lbs! 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Promoted to corporal 

  - Tyler r. FOX 

  - Rene o. PUGAperea 

  - Jesse n. ROSINSKI 

   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

DEPLOYMENT MAILING ADDRESS 

RANK LAST NAME FIRST NAME MI 

1st CEB MA COMPANY DLM 

UNIT 40506 

FPO AP 96427-0506 
 

 

 

 
Greetings to Family, Friends, and Loved Ones, 
 
We hope this latest newsletter finds everyone doing well.  
As the fourth month comes to a close, the Marines and 
Sailors have truly entered a new phase of the deployment.  
Though our mission remains the same, we have taken 
aboard new challenges as the focus shifts towards 
partnering with the Afghanistan National Army (ANA). 
 
The men of Second Platoon serve as our main effort for 
partnering and they are exceeding all expectations.  
Though recently returned from a long range mission near 
the Iranian border, they immediately transitioned into the 
new mission.  On a daily basis the men provide periods of 
instruction, develop standard operating procedures, and 
build training lanes for the Afghan Soldiers.  Simply 
amazing work and these Marines and Sailor have earned 
the admiration of the entire chain of command. 
 
Of course, First Platoon and Third Platoon have been 
conducting route clearance missions throughout the area of 
operation.  The enemy is still active and these platoons 
have aggressively cleared routes for coalition forces.  
These men are outside friendly lines weeks at a time and 
have been incredibly successful.   
 
Please spare a thought for our recently injured Marine, 
Lance Corporal James C. Alford.  He suffered injuries 
during a vehicle roll-over.  He was medically evacuated out 
of the country and is recovering at Balboa Naval Hospital.  
He is expected to make a full recovery, which we are all 
grateful for.  Lance Corporal Alford’s service in Afghanistan 
was critical to our success.  He is sorely missed as a fellow 
Marine and as a friend.  
 
Finally, we hope everyone closed out the summer vacation 
safely.  We continue our commitment to bring your men 
home safely.  Thank you for all the support. 
 
Respectfully,                                   Sincerely, 
Stuart D. Glass     Christopher Y. Kim 

First Sergeant / USMC   Captain / USMC 

 
COMPANY COMMANDER & COMPANY FIRST SERGEANT 

GREAT WORK!!  
TIME TO POWER 

THROUGH 90 MORE 
DAYS! 
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Greetings from First Platoon, 
 
Greetings from Afghanistan, by the time your reading 
this we will have about two months left, and trust us your 
Marines and sailor are just as eager to get home to you 
as you are to have them back.   
 
This past month has had us pretty busy.  We have spent 
most of the time up in the Sangin area helping 1st 
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment relocate many of their 
Marines, either by a short distance or to a whole new 
area. 
 
 We have been told that the dog days of summer are 
coming to an end but the thermostat doesn’t seem to 
agree with that, and neither do the Marines, who have 
found some rather unique ways of staying cool.  As 
always the care packages you send seem to always 
brighten ours days.   
 
All of the dad’s here in Bedouin 1 would also like to wish 
our children good luck on that first day of school that is 
coming up fast, whether it is the first day of kindergarten 
or just the end of another summer.  We would also like 
to thank GySgt Paul and Sgt Mueller from the battalion’s 
Sapper platoon that got to come out and spend some 
time with us, as we know they had as much fun with us 
as we did having them with us.   
 
And as always, know that your Marines and Sailor miss 
y’all just as much as you miss them. 
 

Respectfully,                                   Sincerely, 
Bryan C. Walker     Michael J. Kilmartin 

GySgt / USMC     1stLt / USMC 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

FIRST PlaTooN ‘BedoUIN 1’ 

Cpl Lyon & IDD Rush conduct refresher training. 

LCpl Myers combines chow with weapons 

maintenance during a short break. 

Lt Kilmartin pauses for a photo in front of his command vehicle. 
 

 

 LCpl Lion takes a breather after a long drive.  
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To Family and Friends of Second Platoon: 
 
Things continue to move along here in Afghanistan. Earlier this month we 
conducted a long-range mission that took us to the extreme western reaches 
of Afghanistan.  We essentially acted as a security force for VIP’s being 
brought to the area for key leader engagements in the city of Zaranj. The 
operation had high visibility across the Marine Corps and I can assure you 
that our Marines received nothing but praise for their actions. 
 
Unfortunately, we also took our first MEDEVAC during a vehicle accident 
while traveling back from Zaranj. LCpl Alford sustained a majority of the 
injuries and had to be flown back to the states for further care. Although 
taking some hard hits, we are happy to say he is on a path to full recovery 
and is doing quite well. We wish him the best as he continues to progress 
back home. 
 
We’ve been directly tasked with conducting partnering operations with the 
Afghanistan National Army (ANA). What this means for us is helping them 
develop and implement a structured foundation of standard operating 
procedures as it relates to their route clearance capabilities. We’ll also begin 
to partner with them during missions they are tasked with. Our role, however, 
will be strictly to act as a security presence and help critique their ability to 
execute during missions. It will be a challenge but also an opportunity for us 
to lay the groundwork for the future of Afghanistan and more specifically the 
ANA route clearance units that will be tasked with clearing the battle space of 
IEDs. 
 
Lastly in a bit of good news I want to congratulate Corporal’s Rene 
PugaPerea and Tyler Fox who were promoted on the 1st of August. Being a 
Corporal of Marines is a significant accomplishment and we are very proud of 
these two deserving Marines. I also want to specifically congratulate Doc 
Joshua Crisano who earned his Fleet Marine Force pin last month. A 
substantial amount of work goes into earning that pin and we are lucky to 
have someone like him serving as our Corpsman! 

 
Respectfully,                                      Sincerely, 
Gerhard W. Tauss       Ryan J. Chrobak 

SSgt / USMC       1stLt / USMC 
 

 

 

SECOND PlaTooN ‘Bedouin 2’ 

 

 

 

Cpl Barrett (right) conducts Marine 

Corps Martial Arts with Cpl Morley 

(left) the Company Communications 

Chief. 

Lt Chrobak (left) & Sgt Attya (right) play chess between 

operations. 

Cpl Jindra, Sgt Wongkuon, & HM3 Crisano (left 

to right) pause for a photo. 

 

 

LCpl Webb (left) & LCpl Kolb (right) 

conduct Marine Corps Martial Arts 

Training between operations. 
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Dear Families and Loved Ones of Third Platoon, 

 
With another month down here in Afghanistan, I am happy to 
say that things are continuing to go very well for 3d Platoon. 
As we continue to endure the relentless dry heat that comes 
with an Afghanistan summer, the Marines find ways to stay 
cool and keep a very high morale. Over the last month our 
Operational tempo has slowed down, resulting in more time 
‘inside the wire’. This time is important and allows the Marines 
to reset, repair vehicles, and enjoy showers and air 
conditioner.  
 
Recently we supported a combat operation with a Georgian 
Battalion. The platoon performed commendably and allowed 
the Georgian forces to complete their mission without the 
threat of any IEDs in their way. Our efforts have had a direct 
impact on the success of the Georgians in their continued 
operations. The efficient work of 3d Platoon has not gone 
unnoticed, resulting in the praise of your Marines hard work 
and the request for our sustained presence in the Georgian 
area of operations. Our response was to establish a forward 
operating and living area in support of the Georgian Battalion. 
 
Lastly, I want to offer special congratulations to Corporal 
Jesse N. Rosinski, who was promoted on the 1st of August. I 
can assure you that his actions and the actions of the entire 
platoon are noticed and promotions are a great way to reward 
hard work. Also, we want to inform the families and friends of 
3d Platoon that Corporal Timothy Huntley is doing very well 
and making a full recovery at Balboa.  As we move beyond 
the half-way point of this deployment I am grateful for your 
continued support of the amazing job your Marines do. We 
look forward to our fast approaching return. 

 
Respectfully,     Sincerely, 
Stephen J. Green     Phillip H.Vanderweit 

SSgt / USMC     1stLt / USMC   
 
        
 
 
 

 

THIRD PlaTooN ‘Bedouin 3’ 

 

 

 

 

 

SSgt Green conducts a map study during 

mission preparation. 

LCpl Wiemers (left) & LCpl Barnes (right) 

conduct vehicle maintenance. 

The men of 3d Platoon listen intently during a mission brief. 

LCpl Gray, LCpl Garner, & LCpl Benson (left to 

right) pause for a photo between missions 

 
1stLt Vanderweit (center) conducts a pre-mission 

walk through while LCpl Cordes (left) & Sgt Poldoski 

(right) listen. 



 

  
1st Combat Engineer 

Battalion 

Camp Leatherneck 

Afghanistan 

   

 

 For our friends and family back home, it may seem “all downhill from here;” only a few months to 
go before we trade Afghan sand for California beaches.  For us, the job will only become harder – I’m 
sure you’ve seen reports on the news of how dangerous and chaotic it can be on this side of the world.  
Your Marines and Sailors hold the line to ensure that danger and chaos will never spread to our home 
shores, and for that we must all be grateful. 
 
 The profession of arms is not an easy one – we who take it up assume sacrifices that are neither 
forgiving on us nor easy on our families.  We commit ourselves, daily, to Corps and mission because we 
are a brotherhood and a family, and it is from this bond that our strength of will to carry on is derived. 
 
 Be proud of your loved one serving in harm’s way.  They have faith in our Corps, and in you, 
during every passing day and upon the assumption of every burden. 
 
S/F, 

 

 R.P. Gerbracht 
Commanding Officer 
Engineer Support Company 
1st Combat Engineer Battalion 
1st Marine Division (Fwd)  

 

The Marines and Sailors of ESC have been hard at work supporting operations throughout 

Western Afghanistan.  I have had the pleasure of serving beside some outstanding young men who are 

making you proud through their achievements.  As you endure the final months of this deployment 

please be patient and understanding towards your deployed Marine/Sailor.  As we enter the 

deployment’s final stretch our operational tempo will continue to increase, making contact with your 

loved one harder to achieve.  Know that we are thinking of you and appreciate the sacrifices you make 

alongside us.  Please continue to use the resources provided by the Marine Corps to help you cope with 

deployment related stress and don’t forget the greatest resource of all: each other.   

1stSgt Jason Haney 

Promoted: Sgt Ortega (Combat Meritorious) 
 

 



 

 

  

1st Combat Engineer 

Battalion 
 

Camp Leatherneck 

Afghanistan 

Maintenance Platoon 

 Greetings families, we have reached that point in the deployment when everything seems to 
speed up.  Maintenance Platoon Marines continue to be engaged with ongoing repairs to numerous 
vehicles and equipment.  It’s like the “honey do list” that never ends.  Nevertheless, your Marines just 
keep pushing forward regardless of the workload.  In addition to turning wrenches, they have also kept 
busy educating themselves with numerous Marine Corps Institute courses and upgrading their martial 
arts belts.  We also started the “Insanity” workout program and your Marines can’t wait to show off 
their ripped bodies when they return.  This month we spotlight Cpl Alarcon (who coincidentally earned 
the inimitable distinction of being the first Marine to throw-up during an “Insanity” workout), Cpl 
Weleski, and LCpl Vasquez for their professionalism, hard work, and infectious positive attitude.       
 

Semper Fi, 
 

Cerráio K. Villarouel 
CWO 2/USMC 
 

 

 

 



 

 

  

1st Combat Engineer 

Battalion 
 

Camp Leatherneck 

Afghanistan 

Utilities Platoon 

Dear Utilities Platoon Family, 

Your Marines are over the hump of this deployment, yet they continue to move forward towards 
making the battlefield a better place for Marines and maintaining electrical equipment to ensure mission 
accomplishment.  Every day, your Marines are challenged by the demands of the environment and 
unique job requirement; and the challenge is met daily with hard work, dedication, and professionalism.  
As your Marines travel around the areas of operation, it is evident that the battlefield is quickly changing 
and our partnered Afghan forces are steadily and confidently taking over responsibility of their country.  
For these reasons you should be proud of your Marine, his effort and contribution has paved the way for 
our American forces to return home soon and with a true sense of accomplishment.  “Keeping the lights 
on.” 
 
Thank you for support and prayers. 

        Sincerely, 

        CWO3 Christian C. Gonzales 

        Platoon Commander, Utilities Platoon 

 
 
     

 

 
 

Mission Accomplished- The Utilities Marines taking a minute 

to relax after completing a mission in support of the 

Georgian Battalion. 

Utilities conducting night operations 

to avoid the sweltering summer heat. 

 

LCpl Rowe- Repairing an air 

conditioner while on mission. 

 



 

 

 

1st Combat Engineer 

Battalion 
 

Camp Leatherneck 

Afghanistan 

Operations Platoon 

Another month has passed and we are continuing to push through the heat of the day in order to 
embrace the comfort of the cool nights.  The operational tempo slowed down just enough for your 
Marines to catch their breath and we’ll soon pick back up to continue to spread our support throughout 
the battle space.  This past month we have had our share of “ups and downs”, but with your continued 
support they will continue to show that we are second to none.  A special acknowledgment for the newly 
promoted Cpl Coogan and Sgt Ortega (combat meritoriously) for a job well done.  As always it is a 
pleasure to serve with your loved ones and thank you for allowing them to continue to serve our country 
so that we can remain free. 
 
Semper Fi,  
 
SSgt Mathew McNulty 
Operations Platoon Commander  
 

 

      
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cpl Peters, Cpl Yarbrough, and Cpl Ramos 

preparing for a vehicle recovery. 

“SSgt McNulty speaking, may I take your order...” 
Need a vehicle recovery?  You Call, We Haul.  

 

 

Operations Platoon, Rolling Deep 

 



M A R I N E  D E P L O Y E D  

A D D R E S S E S  

* As mail cut-off dates become available for our units 

we will ensure to post them to our eMarine website. We 

appreciate all the love and concerns passed through the 

many care packages that we have received!!! Thank you 

from the bottom of our hearts. 



T O  T H E  1 S T  C E B  K I D S ;  G O O D  L U C K  A S  Y O U  S T A R T  T H E  

N E W  S C H O O L  Y E A R — S T A Y  F O C U S E D ! ! !   

Y O U R  D A D S  W I L L  B E  H O M E  S O O N … .  

1st CEB Family & Friends, 

 

                It is challenging to write something which strikes where everyone in this battalion is located both physi-

cally and spiritually. We span the length of the globe with Marines in California, Afghanistan, on Marine Expedition-

ary Units, training, and in transit. Many of you already reunited with your loved ones, some of you anxiously await 

the return in the following weeks, and the rest of you (and us) long for October. No matter the “place” you find your-

self, I pray that are fulfilled in all the wonders which life has offered us—community (Church), family (sometimes 

children, when they behave), friends, work, play, and struggle. You may wonder why I add struggle. Struggle might 

be the most important of all the blessings life grants us. In our struggles we find out who we are, what we appreci-

ate, how strong we are, who we can trust, and so much more. Whether your spirits are up in the sky or down in the 
valley, think soberly of yourself, put your circumstances into perspective, and appreciate the season in which you 

live. According to my faith—Christianity—all of life finds its purpose in the glory of God, by us being happy in Him. Let 

us all find that happiness. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Chaplain Crone 

F R O M  T H E  C H A P L A I N  
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